
 

 
 
 
January 28, 2020 
 
RE: Veterinary Support for H.R. 961/S. 2006, the Safeguard American Food Exports 
(SAFE) Act 
 
Dear Chairman Pallone and Ranking Member Walden, 
 
We are writing on behalf of the Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association 
(HSVMA), to express our support for H.R. 961/S. 2006, the Safeguard American Food 
Exports (SAFE) Act. This bill would prevent the re-introduction of horse slaughter 
operations in the U.S., end the current export of American horses for slaughter abroad, 
and protect the public from consuming potentially toxic horse meat. HSVMA is an 
association of approximately 9,000 veterinary professionals nationwide, with a focus on 
the health and welfare of all animals, including horses. 
 
Each year, more than 100,000 American horses—working, racing and even children’s 
ponies—are brutally slaughtered so their meat can be sent overseas to Asia and Europe 
for human consumption. Horses are transported long distances without food, water or 
rest and are often seriously injured or killed in transit. Once they arrive at the slaughter 
plant, their suffering only intensifies.  
 
As skittish animals, horses often panic in the kill box, making them difficult to stun 
accurately--and are sometimes conscious while they are suspended by a back leg, bled 
out, and dismembered. When horse slaughter plants previously operated on U.S. soil, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture documented horrific injuries and cruelty.  
 
Beyond being inherently cruel, the horse slaughter industry also poses serious food 
safety concerns to humans. Horses are raised for use in show, sport, work and 
recreation in the U.S. and are regularly administered drugs and other substances that 
are known to be dangerous to humans or expressly prohibited by current federal 
regulations for use in animals intended for human consumption. Horses are gathered 
from random sources, and there is no system in the U.S. to track the medications and 
veterinary treatments given to horses to ensure that their meat is safe for human 
consumption. 
 
Furthermore, it makes no sense to spend millions of U.S. taxpayer dollars to oversee 
new horse slaughter plants when 80% of American voters oppose the slaughter of 
horses for human consumption. 
 
This legislation is supported by the nation’s leading animal welfare organizations, as 
well as many veterinarians and equine groups across the country. We join them--and 
the American public--in supporting the SAFE Act to end horse slaughter once and for 
all. 
 



 

We urge your humane leadership in supporting this important animal protection and 
consumer safety legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
Barbara Hodges, DVM, MBA   Holly Cheever, DVM 

  HSVMA Director of Advocacy & Outreach HSVMA Leadership Council Member 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Gail Hansen, DVM, MPH   Patricia Zinna, DVM, MS 
  HSVMA District of Columbia Representative HSVMA New Jersey Representative 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Kate Maher, DVM    David Stansfield, BVSc, MRCVS 
  HSVMA Louisiana Representative  HSVMA North Carolina Representative 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Nicholas Dodman, BVMS, DACVB, DACVAA Pamela Greenwald, DVM, MS 
  HSVMA Massachusetts & Maryland Rep  HSVMA Michigan Representative 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 


